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DIY is a hobby you can take up will little more than a hammer and some hand 
tools. If all you want to do is to tighten a few screws or knock in a nail, that's 
fine, but if you’d like to tackle bigger projects, you’ll need to think about 
adding a few power tools to your kit.

This is where it can get discouraging for the uninitiated. Wandering into a DIY 
store can be intimidating. It's easy to be overwhelmed by the rows of
complicated looking tools if you aren't sure what you are looking for, or what 
these tools do.

This guide is intended to walk you through the basic tools every DIY enthusiast 
should have, and explain what you must consider when buying the tool that is 
right for you.



1

Start by buying a good drill. Everyone needs a drill; it is vital for anchoring frames 
on the wall, and a multitude of minor jobs around the home. What type of drill 
should you buy? A combination drill and driver is a great choice and will save you 
hours of hard work. You can drill holes in the wall with a drill bit, then switch to the 
screwdriver attachments and get straight to work fixing your frame to the wall. 

The most important thing is to buy a drill that is right for your job. If you plan on 
doing a lot of outdoor work, make sure it is weatherproof. A cordless drill is usually 
a good choice. It will let you get into all those awkward, hard-to-reach corners, 
and to work anywhere without worrying how you will power the drill. 

If you need to do a lot of drilling and the availability of power sources isn't an issue, 
a corded drill might be a better choice. There is nothing worse than almost finish-
ing a job and having to wait while your drill recharges. An alternative option would 
be to buy a battery charger so you can switch batteries and
continue to work.

Pick a good drill



2

You could ensure that your work is straight and level using a hand-held 
manual level, but it is much easier with a laser level. A laser level projects 
bright horizontal and vertical lines that enable you to get hands-free
precision and accuracy on every job you undertake. 

A good laser level will be water and debris-resistant so you can use it for 
those dirty, messy jobs that come up from time to time. Ideally, you should 
look for a level that you can mount on a pivoting base. You don't want to be 
stuck holding the level in one hand, and your work in the other, on jobs 
where there is no easy way to get the laser level where you need it to be.

How do you know
that it 's level?
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Demolition work can be tough on both you and your tools. Employing a 
reciprocating saw will get the job done quicker than using a range of 
manual tools, and it involves less e�ort on your part. Look for saws that 
o�er a multiple-position blade clamp that allows for flush cutting and 
versatility. Jobs where this would be useful include plumbing, electrical 
work, heating, HVAC, and general building tasks.

Demolish it quicker with
a Reciprocating Saw



Most saws cut in straight lines but what if you need to cut shapes into metal 
or wood? A jigsaw is a hand-held tool that cuts curves and detailed shapes 
into your material, making it the perfect tool when you need to get creative, 
or to fit your project into an odd-shaped space. A good jigsaw will come with 
high-comfort grips that allow you to control the saw with ease.

Find one with an LED job light, as that will help you by creating an 
easy-to-trace cutting line you can follow. Tool-less blade changing is another 
useful feature of a jigsaw. Wasting valuable time looking for tools to change 
the blade before you can start work is something we would all prefer not to 
have to do.

Use a Jigsaw for curves
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If you’re not so worried about cutting curves but you need to cut wider   
materials, a circular saw will be on your list of must-have tools. A hand-held 
circular saw is perfect for jobs such as shortening table legs, or trimming 
the end o� planks.

Make sure your saw comes with high-comfort grips. You really don't want 
to end the day with sore hands a�er holding your saw for hours. A guiding 
job light would also be a good thing to look out for on this saw, as would 
features such as a removable dust nozzle, and a built-in blow-o� nozzle to 
remove all the waste material generated by your cutting.

Go wide with
a circular saw



Do you waste time constantly tightening bolts that work themselves 
loose over time? It can be frustrating, straining to tighten bolts manually, 
and checking them to make sure they stay tight. A multi-tool with a 
built-in hexagonal wrench would save you from all this e�ort. The wrench 
will securely tighten a bolt the first time it's used, making your job simple.

Tighten those bolts
with a Multi-Tool
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A power sander is just what you need to smooth the rough edges of 
your DIY project. Why spend hours preparing surfaces before painting 
or removing the edge of a door that sticks. A sander will do the job in a 
fraction of the time.

Depending on the type of project, you might decide on an orbital 
sander or a sheet sander. Whichever one you choose, make sure it has 
the manoeuvrability you need, that you can control it easily, and that 
it has su�icient dust extraction to stop you choking as you work.

Orbital Sander or
Sheet Sander



A Nail Gun might seem like an unnecessary luxury, a�er all, doesn't an 
ordinary hammer do the job just as well? It's true that you could use a 
hammer to put in all your nails, but a nail gun will save you lots of time. 
Just think how long it could take to bang in a box of nails.

A nail gun will be easier on your hands, and also much easier on your 
walls than four or five blows of a hammer. If a job’s final appearance is 
important to you, consider also that nails shot from a nail gun usually 
have smaller heads, resulting in smaller holes than conventional nails.

The range of tools you decide to stock up on will depend on the projects 
you want to complete. The tools listed here will make a good basic
toolbox for any DIY-er, which you can later add to for more
ambitious projects.

A Nail Gun gets the job done

8



www.chadwicks.ie


